Elkridge Love Mission Home of Elkridge Food Pantry/Clothes Closet/Community Garden                           5660 Furnace Avenue, Elkridge, MD 21075

The Elkridge Food Pantry has been in operation for twenty (20) years and was established to help the less fortunate families in our community. We serve families in the Elkridge, Hanover, and Jessup area.

The Elkridge Food Pantry is independently operated. We have no affiliation with any County, State or Federal governments. We rely solely on the generosity from the surrounding community with not only donations of food, but space for our operation as well as cash donations that are used to procure goods that are usually not donated. One hundred percent (100%) of all goods, food or money donated to the Elkridge Food Pantry are utilized to help our neighbors. There are no administrative, or any costs associated with the operation of this pantry.

Over the years the Elkridge Food Pantry has become a real community effort/project. Several different denominational churches randomly donate food and clothing and sometimes money. Melville Chapel United Methodist Church donates the building for the pantry as well as pays for the electric used to operate our refrigerators and freezers and maintains all upkeep of the building. Saint Augustine's Catholic Church conducts monthly food drives. Grace Episcopal Church volunteers as a drop off site for food and clothing. The Kiwanis, Rotary Club, Boys and Cub Scout troops, Brownie and Girl Scout troops, Supermarkets chains, local gyms, Bakeries, Ice Cream Distributors, various school PTA's along with numerous private individuals all contribute in many ways (money, time, food, or all) which is vitally important for the Elkridge Food Pantry's success in service to the LORD by helping HIS disciples in need.

The Elkridge Food Pantry also helps our younger people by utilizing them to help at the pantry for community service hour requirements. We are eager to help church confirmation classes, schools or anyone needing community service hours. The Elkridge Food Pantry's motto is: Never turn down help, food, money or ideas.

In 2001 the United Methodist Women of Melville Chapel United Methodist Church decided to expand their outreach missions by providing winter outerwear to the patrons utilizing the food pantry, which they call the Clothes Closet. Their hours of operation and open date coincide with that of the pantry which is the 2nd  and 4th  Friday of each month and is located in the same building. With their mission project having been a total success, they decided to expand. The Clothes Closet now includes all types of clothing, shoes, toys, books, linens, hygiene products, small household items, knick knacks and cleaning supplies.

Two additional endeavors began in 2004, first being the establishment, by a very enthusiastic volunteer, of a community garden, measuring 20' x 40' located directly behind the food pantry. The garden provides fresh produce consisting of beans, carrots, lettuce, onions, peppers, radishes, squash, spinach, tomatoes, etc., that is distributed on food pantry nights. Everyone, including our patrons, is encouraged and enjoys working in the garden.

The Community Garden was a great success and was received with such enthusiasm that Melville Chapel granted permission in 2005 to expand and double the size of the garden. Not only did this allow us to plant more quantities of vegetables grown in 2004, but potatoes and cantaloupes were added as well. Also in 2004, the many volunteers and organizers decided that in order to better serve the community, it would make sense to incorporate the three separate factions (Elkridge Food Pantry, Clothes Closet and Community Garden) under one umbrella called The Elkridge Love Mission but still operate independently as separate units. This allows us to give tax deductibility letters to those contributors who request them. All contributions should be made to the Elkridge Love Mission along with a designation as to which of the three entities the donations belongs.

Monetary donations should be addressed to the Elkridge Love Mission and mailed to:

5660 Furnace Avenue, Elkridge, MD 21075. Please remember to designate which entity you would like the donation used.

The volunteers of the Elkridge Love Mission are looking into several other areas of outreach to better serve those less fortunate in our communities. In order to accomplish this, we are in the process of expanding our facilities.

We thank you for your interest and generosity. Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. For information concerning the Elkridge Food Pantry, contact Phil at 410-693-0058; the Clothes Closet, contact Pam at 410-880-0867; and Community Garden, contact Lori at 410-379-8648.

